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When something is not fair, we know it! 

When does a person learn about what it means to 
be fair?  I seem to recall an ad campaign on TV 
some years back—I think it had to do with a cell 
phone company—where the several ads all had a 
youngster being provided with “benefits” similar 
to what various cellular plans were offering, and 
in each case some unfair aspect of the plan would 
be highlighted: the price would go up at a certain 
time of day, or other kids would get to use their 
phones a lot more—things like that.  The kids’ 
facial reactions spoke volumes!  There was always 
a look of unbelief, first of all, and then a look that 
said “That‘s not fair!”  

From an early age we all feel like we have a pretty 
good understanding of what fairness looks like 
and things can become quite uncomfortable and 
even hard to grasp for us when our sense of 
fairness is violated.  And if that sense of fairness is 
exposed as being lacking in some way or another, 
well that just can’t be right.  In a nutshell that’s 
what’s happening in today’s Gospel.   

Or is what’s fair a matter of perspective? 

The owner of the vineyard operates on the basis 
of some principle that flies in the face of what 
others think is fair.  And Jesus, who’s telling the 
story, makes that the main point:  God’s ways are 
not our ways and God’s thoughts are not our 
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thoughts.   

Isaiah puts it this way in the first reading: “As high 
as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my 
ways above your ways…” God’s intent is not to play 
down human wisdom or to say that inspiration is 
impossible. The point is the very simple and hard to 
accept fact that we are not God.  

How can we know the ways of God? 

Still, it’s helpful to have some idea, to the extent 
that we are capable of grasping it, of the ways of 
God.  Jesus’ parable provides a beautiful 
illustration of what God holds as most important. 

The parable Jesus tells does not work when 
earning one’s daily wage takes center stage.  In 
that case things quickly devolved into calculations 
of who should get what based on the amount of 
effort they have put forth, or in terms of a 
capitalist society, the amount of risk they have 
assumed. 

As Jesus presents it, the kingdom of heaven is not 
set up that way.  It’s built on gratuitous love.  It’s 
built on a precondition that we often lose sight of:  
God cares for all he was created.  God wants to see 
us flourish!  God’s “accounting system” is always 
going to be tilted in favor of attending to the needs 
of those in his care. 
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Fair or unfair?  Can we take a longer view? 

The unfairness in the situation the parable Jesus 
portrays really starts earlier than what is thought 
to be the case.  Every time the vineyard owner 
goes to the marketplace, he finds more workers—
not because they slept in and missed the first call, 
but because no one hired them.  The unfairness is 
that there are not enough jobs to go around for all 
who need one.  The vineyard owner sees no way 
around that other than to hire the workers in 
spite of the fact that he has a full crew already. 

That is a continuing fact of life.  It’s still the case 
that a lot of what happens depends on being in the 
right place at the right time or being lucky enough 
to have a particular skill that comes into demand 
just when we need it to. 

The pandemic is not fair!  What now? 

By and large, the pandemic has been a great 
burden in so many ways.  Whole segments of our 
economy seem to be going under.  Businesses that 
have weathered every other kind of storm for 
decades suddenly don’t have the resources to 
continue.  On the other hand, and to everyone’s 
surprise, I think, there are also segments of the 
economy have more work than they can handle.  
The housing market, used car sales, delivery 
services, RV manufacturers, just to illustrate the 
point, are having a good year, from what I’ve 
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heard.  And that usually has nothing to do with 
having planned well for just such an eventuality.  
Seems almost like the luck of the draw. 

Beyond the luck of the draw 

God is not content with luck, though.  That’s too 
arbitrary when it comes to designing a means by 
which we would share in the blessing of life with 
God.  It doesn’t serve God’s purpose of making life 
with him universally available.  He will need to go 
beyond this sort of “fairness” to something more 
generous, more in tune with the needs of his 
creation. 

Stewardship in the midst of a pandemic – 
really? 

This is a tricky year to be talking about a steward-
ship process.  Some members of our own parish 
family are facing serious hardship.  Others might 
be doing just fine compared to this time last year.   

As always, the process is basically designed to put 
on our calendars each year a moment when we 
will think about where we are at and make a 
commitment accordingly.  What that commitment 
looks like could be quite different than the one we 
made this time last year, depending on individual 
circumstances.   

If you make a commitment after prayerful 
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consideration and in good conscience, you have 
done your job regardless of what the dollar 
amount might be. 

<Announcement> 
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When something is not fair, we know it! 

- TV ad about cell phone plans:  “that doesn’t 
seem fair.” 

- Our sense of fairness develops early  

Or is what’s fair a matter of perspective? 

- an argument about what is fair: are the 
laborers right or is the owner of the 
vineyard? 

- God’s ways are not our ways (First reading) 

How can we know the ways of God? 

- The parables are meant to help us know the ways 
of God: 

- Not about a fair days’ wage for a fair days’ work.  
Leaves too many out.  

- Begin with what’s needed; Generosity fills the 
gap 

Fair or unfair?  Can we take a longer view? 

- Revisiting the marketplace/vineyard 
- Not a question of lazy workers, but of lack of 

work.  Where is the fairness in that?   
- Context of the rich and studying scripture 
- What to do about it? 

The pandemic is not fair!  What now? 

- Added burdens and surprising opportunities 
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Beyond the luck of the draw 

- Luck alone is too arbitrary for God; doesn’t fit 
well with what he’s doing.  

- Will need to go beyond that 

Stewardship in the midst of a pandemic – 
really? 

- Tricky business 
- Where are people at? All over the map. 
- The main point:  at some point make a 

conscious choice about what you are going to 
do and commit to it; no autopilot! 

- Prayerful reflection in good conscience, and 
you have done your job regardless of the 
dollar amount you arrived at. 

 
<announcement> 
 


